From: 

Date: 

Subject: Pls see the Bill that is about to go to Parliament 
To: 


-- Forwarded message -— 


Dear All 


Given below is a letter sent to the Registrar RFT! and presumably the 
same went to the FTI|. The attachment is the draft National Institutes 
of Film, Television and Allied Studies Bill, 2011, due to be finalised 

on Monday 19th Dec, tomorrow, by the Directors of the two institutes 
with the | & B Ministry authorities. 


This is the covering note, which reflects the summary manner in which 
the Bill is being executed. The date is removed, but | understand it 
came this week. 


> Attached is the final version of the draft Bill which may kindly be 
> seen for comments, if any, by 19.12.2011 positively. 

> If the comments are not received by (Monday (19.12.2011), it would be 
> presumed that the Institute has no comments to offer. 

> 


> (S. NAGANATHAN) 

> Under Secretary (F-N) 
> Ministry of 1&B 

> Telefax: 011-23385911 


Please read the attachment and react from wherever you are, sending 
your voice across to the Secretary of the I & B, the Joint Secretary, 

the Chairpersons of your respective GCs, Shyam Benegal the MP 
representing our interests in Parliament, as well as your own MP from 
your region. Others, including people in the media who understand such 
issues and artists from other arts should also be talked to. 


Why Is the Bill is being rushed through without any consultation with 
the stakeholders community as has become the practice in recent years? 
The main points to keep in mind as a context for reading the Bill 


a) The Act would change the present status of the two institutes from 
Society to Institution of National Importance. This seems to be a 
change of form only. Materially the institutes will remain under 100% 
government control with ex-officio officials and nominees of 
government filling the majority seats on decision making bodies. 


There had been talk among some of us of negotiating a broad-based and 
democratic way of forming the decision-making bodies of the two 
Institutes, drawing on practitioners, representatives of associations 

and alumni (perhaps improving on the lines of the composition of the 
Akademies of the other arts). All that thinking is swept away here, 

and once this door is locked, it will be decades before the 

opportunity to make a change will arise again. 


b) The Act opens the door to the PPP (Public-Private Partnership) 
prospect which we had opposed when these came in the Hewitt and Price 
Waterhouse proposals. This brings it in legally and will open the way 

to privatisation of public assets for profit going to favoured 

parties. The other effects of privatisation: enhanced fees, 


restriction of admission to those who can pay, etc would follow. 


c) The only gain will be that the diploma will be recognised as a post 
graduate degree, but with all the baggage above and more. 


In the last two pages, are some changes (in red) suggested by SRFTI faculty. 
In closing, please read the attachment and react from wherever you 

are, with whomever you can reach, raising your own doubts. We can 

discuss here in this group too, but try to have the issue discussed 


more widely, in other forums. Separate but parallel is a more 
realistic strategy than united in one voice in this situation | feel. 


FTII Students’ Association 
YouTube- ftiistudentsbody@gmail.com, 


https://www.facebook.com/pages/FTII-Wisdom-Tree 


FTII Students’ Association 
YouTube- ftiistudentsbody@gmail.com, 


https://www.facebook.com/pages/FTII-Wisdom-Tree 


be 
_ jPeeeeeeen 


